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  CO-CHAIR REPORT 

JANUARY 2011 

IMAGINE ï 2011 ALREADY. I CAN 

HARDLY GET MY PEN AROUND IT AS 

2010 HAS FLOWN BY. GAIL AND I ARE 

NOW ONLY 8 MONTHS AWAY FROM 

STEPPING DOWN AS CO-CHAIRS. HOW 

MANY OF YOU ARE WILLING TO FILL 

OUR SHOES? DONôT BE BASHFUL, LET 

YOUR NAMES STAND WHEN THE TIME 

COMES TO STEP UP TO THE PLATE!! 

 

WE HAVE HAD A TERRIFIC YEAR SO 

FAR ï LOTS OF WORKSHOPS, GREAT 

SPEAKERS, A TERRIFIC TURN OUT FOR 

NOT ONLY THE GENERAL MEETINGS 

BUT ALSO THE THURSDAY ïALL -

DAYðINTO THE NIGHT ï GATHER-

INGS. I SEE SO MUCH SHARING OF 

IDEAS, HELP WHEN IT IS NEEDED, AND 

ENERGY GOING INTO THE COMMU-

NITY CARE QUILTS.  

SOON IT WILL BE TIME TO SUBMIT 

YOUR PICTURES OF PAST PROJECTS 

TO NORMA IN ORDER TO BE AC-

CEPTED TO SELL FUTURE ARTICLES 

IN THE CHARLES DICKENS CHRIST-

MAS CRAFT FAIR IN NOVEMBER 2011. 
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Joan Fentiman and Gail Abel 

REFRESHMENTS  

2011 
January - D,E,F,G 

February ïH,I, J, K 

Bring your own MUG 
And indoor shoes! 

WE HAVE THE QUILT SHOW IN MAY 

2011, ALONG WITH A TEA, AND A 

CHANCE FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO 

ENTER THEIR PROJECTS INTO A 

VENUE TO BE HELD AT THE OAP 

HALL AND FOLLOWING THAT, THE 

NAUTICAL DAYS IN COMOX COME 

AUGUST 2011. WOW ï A BUSY YEAR 

FOR EVERYONE. IF INTERESTED IN 

JOINING IN WITH ANY OF THESE 

EVENTS, PLEASE CONTACT NORMA 

MCNEILLIE AND DISCUSS YOUR OP-

TIONS WITH HER. 

A VERY HAPPY, HEALTHY, PROS-

PEROUS NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL. 

MAY YOUR NEEDLES NEVER STOP 

STITCHING, YOUR MACHINE KEEP 

ON SEWING, AND YOU COMPLETE 

ALL THOSE UFOôS THAT ARE IN 

YOUR CLOSET. 

CHEERS!!  

THE LONG AND THE SHORT OF IT 

 ~~~~~~ 

 Addenendum 

The holiday season has come and gone. I 

have heard that our Christmas potluck was 

a huge success. A big thank you to the or-

ganizers and to everybody for pitching in 

and helping so that no one person had too 

much to do or clean. We hope everybody 

had a good time with family and friends 

and now can concentrate on making some-

thing for the quilt show in May. While you 

are planning, cutting, stitching and quilting 

your project give some thought to volun-

teering for an executive position. It won't 

be long before we have to elect our execu-

tive for next year!! 

  

We have a lot to look forward to in the next 

few months- the bus trip to Langford, re-

treat, the quilt show, the trip to Sister's - 

We really are a very busy group. We hope 

everybody takes advantage of these oppor-

tunities to get involved in the camaraderie 

and fellowship that events like these 

offer us. There is a different connec-

tion made with people when you 

work on a committee with them and 

long lasting friendships are made. 

The same is true when you travel 

with people or spend a few days at 

retreat with them. It is a different 

connection that happens than attend-

ing guild each week so if you have-

n't tried these opportunities maybe 

2011 is the year to try. 
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Happy New Years to  
all of you.  

 Wishing health, happiness 
and lots of time to quilt in the 

New Year.  

Bernina 830 
The only, luxury, high-

performance sewing and em-

broidery system in the world. 

When you create on the 
BERNINA 830, your grandest 
ideas can come to life. Thatôs 
because it offers the most 
sewing and embroidery space, unbeatable speeds, and the most 
advanced ergonomics of any home sewing machine. Itôs time to 
think bigger.  

 
Drop in or e -mail us at sewfun@telus.net for the most re-
cent class schedule. Make this the year you learn some-

thing new.   

Huckleberryôs Fabrics Inc. 
1930 Ryan Road East 
Comox, BC V9M 4C9 

(250)339-4059 
or Toll Free: 1(877)339-4059  
e-mail:sewfun@telus.net 
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Presidents: Joan Fentiman & Gail Abel 

Past Pres: Marie Trimmer  

Vice Presidents: Florence Labrecque  

Secretary:  Hope Rychkun 

Treasurer:   Moreen Reed  

Committees: 

Block of the Month: Marie Trimmer 

Event Coordinator: Norma McNeillie 

Hands Across The Water:   

      Sheila Scrase 

In-House Raffle:  Shirley Woodbeck 

Library: Myra Shearer, Brenda Levirs,  

Debbie Maxwell, Jeannette Morneau,  

Christa Constable, Hope Rychkun,  

Karen Ross, Julie Whitman, Beth Ritchie, 

Marilyn Schick 

Membership: Myra Shearer, Beth Ritchie  

Newsletter: Ardythe Crawford,  

N.L. Advertising : Joan Johnsen 

Notification :  Gail Kirkoski, Gail King 

Publications & Communications:   

  Ellen Bechard 

Refreshments: Sheila Scrase, Jennifer 

Harrison, Shirley Krotz and Nerissa Tho-

mas 

Retreat: Terry Vadeboncouer,  

 Beverly Luck, Sharron Woodland 

Sunshine:  Jennifer Harrison 

Venue:  Norma McNeillie 
Community Needs: Verna Power -  -
Margaret Yells, Gladi Lyall, Joy Whitehouse, 
Marie Trimmer, Nerissa Thomas 

Website: Hope Rychkun 
Workshops: Jan Fraser, Margaret Yells, 
Hope Rychkun , Florence Labrecque 

  

2010 - 2011 Executive!  
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FOR YOUR INFO 

Our meeting this week will have Barb Round speaking on CQA 

and about some spaces left in a workshop running in Campbell 

River/Quadra. Please remember that we need to bring our in-

side shoes/slippers and the meeting will be at 7:00pm as usual 

SHARING THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT  

Thanks you to everyone who donated food, gifts, money, 

and time to quilt the big quilts for the hampers and all those 

lovely Placemats. We had 152 placemats and table runners 

for the unsponsored singles, seniors and couples. Coast Re-

alty actually buys the fresh food (bread, milk, veggies and 

turkey) to go with the hampers ï enough for a complete 

Christmas dinner. In addition, there was enough money for 

a $25 gift certificate to a grocery store plus a turkey 

voucher from QF ï January food supply! 

Since teenagers are so difficult to buy for ï they got a gift 

certificate & a hat or scarf. Hopefully all items were appre-

ciated. 

Once again, thank you all for your support!!! 

 Sharon Latham 

 

LAST reminder regarding the LEAF BOWLS for CQA 

2011 ð  I will be sending them this next week to Christine 

Rachar , who is the interim recipient of all of our hard 

work.  For some it was hard to do and others found it a 

breeze ð I was one  of the harder onesðI fought and 

sweated to get those points to co-operate.  I know that the 

CQA 2011 attendees will each go home with one of our mas-

terpieces and wouldnôt it be great if one of OUR members 

brought one home!  We will have to have SHOW AND 

TELL especially for them.  

  

Another reminder: if you are at all interested in selling your 

quilting treasures, be sure to read the Venue report on page 

four and then attend the meeting! 

COPYRIGHT  
Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters  

All rights reserved - Do not reprint  

without permission from the Editor 
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Stash - Buster Quilts 

Lynne Edwards 

Published by David & Charles  2006 

 

Lynne Edwards has done it again...After 

writing two "Sampler Quilt 

Books" ( 1996, 2000) in which she 

demonstrates some quicker, easier tech-

niques, "Stash-buster 

Quilts" main emphasis is 

on using some of your fab-

ric stash as quickly and 

easily as possible. Lack of 

mind numbing technical 

information makes this 

book user friendly and is a 

real inspiration to create 

with some of that stash of 

fabric.  As Lynne says "the 

longer a piece of fabric 

stays in a stash, the more it 

loses its power and attrac-

tion.  It needs to be taken 

out, shaken, grouped with 

others that give it new life, 

as it gives new life to them.  

In other words we have to 

use some of our collection 

or it cannot grow and con-

tinue to give pleasure." 

 

Old patterns such as Log 

Cabin and Delectable Mountains are 

given a new modern twist. All instruc-

tions are clearly given, with assembly 

line construction constantly used.  In-

triguing is Lynne's fast and accurate 

method of making 'corner square' 

blocks, two at a time.   As well, the two 

at a time 'nine patch' cuts construction 

time to a minimum! 

 

Throughout the book there are time sav-

ing techniques shown by the use of an 

hourglass with a stop symbol printed on 

it.  Pictures of sewing shears next to 

cutting or stitching information 

draws your attention to extra advice, 

reflecting the experience of the de-

signer, and again, helpful when sav-

ing time and effort. 

 

The 20 projects range in size from 

full size scrap quilts to stuffed pigs.  

Several variations of each project 

are often shown, giving a lot of 

ideas on use of color.  Directions 

and diagrams are especially easy to 

follow, and a nice touch for each 

project is an explanation as to how 

and why this particular design came 

into being.  

 

Lynne writes in a manner which is 

easy to follow.  Tidbits of interest-

ing background information are in-

cluded and a bit of humor adds en-

joyment when perusing this book.  

A definite 'thumbs up' for "Stash - 

Buster Quilts"! 

 

 

BOOK REPORT:  

By  Lois Warner Venue Sales Meeting 
 

Anyone who would like to 

offer items for sale in the up-

coming sales venues (May 

Quilt Show, Nautical Days 

or Charles Dickens Sale) is 

invited to attend a meeting 

on Thursday Jan. 13th at 

11am or at 7pm. 

 

We will be explaining the 

way that the sales venue 

work and showing some 

sample items and suggested 

pricing. We would love to 

have some new members in 

our group so hope to see 

some new faces. Please bring 

along any items or ideas for 

items for sale. 

 

Just a reminder to those who 

wish to take part in the 

Charles Dickens in Novem-

ber of next year, that jurying 

will be done early in the new 

year so photographs of some 

of your work must be in to 

the committee in February. 

 

For further information, 

please call Norma McNeillie 

at 703-4707.   

Hope to see you there! 
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BIB nô TUCKER QUILTING 

  Beat the January blues  
 

    All predominately blue prints   

     All white/ecru tone on tones  
 

25% off ï 35% off   

2m or more (same bolt)  

½ m minimum cuts  
 

343 Bay Street (at Turner)  Victoria ,BC  

(Lower Rear GRAVEL YARD parking lot)  

386-6512 (Mon- Thurs  10-4,  Sat 12-4 ) 

Closed Friday for Grandma privileges 

 

Largest selection of Batiks on the island. 

State of the art long arm quilting  
youôll want to see our resident ódream 

machineô in action. 

Inspiration galore with hundreds of 

beautiful quilting cottons. 

Staff that will make you feel  
right at home.  

 

Kismet Quilts  
5334 Argyle St. 

Port Alberni, B.C. 

250 723 6605 

www.kismetquilts.com  
open 10am - 5pm mon through sat 

ñA Warm Experienceò 

For all your quilting needs! 
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Five Earmarks of a Good Com-

munity  
Research shows the following 

characteristics of a good commu-

nity group: 

1. The members share common 

goals and know what they are. 

2. The group enjoys eating and 

laughing together. 

3. Each memberôs gifts are appre-

ciated and valued. 

4. Members participate in and con-

tribute to group projects. 

5. Thereôs good communication 

between leadership and members. 

 

Based on the above, wouldnôt you 

say the Comox Valley School-

house Quilters is a Great Commu-

nity Group? We get top marks in 

all categories. 

 

Five More Ways to Make our 

Guild Even Better 
We have a great group, but since 

January is a time of resolutions 

and beginnings, we offer these ex-

tra ideas, in no particular order of 

importance: 

 

1. Say hello to someone you donôt 

know. Get to know them. 

2. If you take the last cup of water 

out of the kettle on Thursday, fill 

it up and turn it on again, so the 

kettle is always ready for the next 

person. 

3. Say thank you to one of our 

guild leaders who make things run 

smoothly. They put in countless 

hours of work so things run 

smoothly. 

moving here. What she loves 

about quilting is the socializing 

that goes on Thursdays ï but fin-

ishing the project and feeling 

good about it is the best. Cur-

rently she is working on place-

mats and finishing up old pro-

jects.  

 

Karen Kruselnicki has been liv-

ing in the Valley for 18 months, 

after taking early retirement in 

Edmonton so she could be closer 

to the love of her life, John. (She 

thinks itôs the best move she ever 

made.) Although sheôd been a 

piecer for about 15 years, she 

never found the time to fin-

ish her projects. Now sheôs 

been quilting non-stop, and 

John says she has an incur-

able disease called Quilting. 

(Fortunately, John, itôs a 

common disease with few 

negative side-effects, aside 

from empty-pocketbookitis, 

but it is contagious.) 

Karenôs favorite quilting 

activities center around 

making gifts for friends and 

family, like a recently com-

pleted 

4. If you have learned a new tech-

nique or found a very helpful tip, 

write it down and pass it on to 

Ardythe for the newsletter. 

5._______________________??? 

Everyone has ideas on how to 

make a good thing even better. 

Share your idea with some-

one else, and put it into 

practice.  

 

Members Old and New 
Our featured members this 

month are Carol Metner and 

Karen Kruselnicki (new) 

and Jeanette Morneau and 

Barb Messer (long time 

members.) 

 

Carol Metner has lived in 

the Valley for 10 months. 

Sheôs come here from Calgary be-

cause she didnôt want to spend an-

other long winter in Alberta. 

Carol has quilted on and off 

(mostly off) for about 15 years, 

but has taken it up again since 

The Schoolhouse Scrapbook -  
with Ardith Chambers and Jessie Schut 

Contôd next page 
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quilt for grandson Nicholas. She 

also loves making quick projects 

like table toppers and wall hang-

ings. In December she was trying 

to finish up a batch of Christmas 

projects, but in the new year she 

hopes to finally finish a bed quilt 

for her daughter, and perhaps 

start one for her own place. With 

her sonôs upcoming wedding this 

summer, there may also be a 

wedding quilt in the offing. 

When not quilting, she loves 

traveling, and has recently taken 

up golf. She and John also spend 

time with the four grown chil-

dren and 4 grandchildren they 

share between them.  

 

Jeanette Morneau has been a 

quilter for 21 years and has lived 

in the valley for 19 of those 

years. Her accomplishments in-

clude winning several ribbons in 

past guild shows. Most recently, 

she won the Hands Across the 

Water challenge with her depic-

tion of the beach at Tofino.  

There are many things that she 

loves about being part of the 

guild: the retreats, sharing ideas 

with other quilters, and working 

in the guild library.  Sheôs cur-

rently working on applique, and 

also challenging herself to use up 

her old stash in interesting ways. 

When sheôs not busy quilting, 

sheôs busy at many other things: 

walking, bike riding, skiing, gar-

dening, entertaining friends and 

family, and watching her grand-

daughter play volleyball at tour-

naments. 

 

Barb Messer, aka CozyKittens, 

lived in the Valley from 1977-82, 

and then returned here in 2000 as 

part of her 25 year career in the 

military. She learned quilting 

while stationed at Cold Lake, Al-

berta, in ó93 or ó94 and has never 

looked back, although she defi-

nitely prefers making the flimsies 

to quilting them afterwards.  

What she likes about being part 

of the guild is the socializing, get-

ting new ideas, and seeing the 

beautiful work of others during 

the monthly show and tells. Cur-

rently sheôs working on many 

projects, including a baby quilt, 

table runners and place mats. 

Barb won a blue ribbon (her first 

and only!) for her Pineapple 

Pocket Quilt last year at the CV Ex-

hibition.  

Barb says, ñI have a wonderful hus-

band, Doug (married 33 years) and 

two Muted Calico cats; Kelsa & 

Spot. I love to travel, read and go 

camping.  It took me a year to get a 

SCUBA diving certificate because I 

am claustrophobic and afraid of 

deep water. But I try to overcome 

my fears.ò 

 

Thatôs great advice for all of us as 

we tackle a new year with new pro-

jects, techniques and ideas to ex-

plore. Thanks, Barb! 

 

Quilty Quote: 
ñ... I really do believe that 

patchwork endures because it 

mirrors our lives, especially 

women's lives, so well. Our 

days are patchworks of activi-

ties and roles. We put a piece 

of ourselves into being wives, 

mothers, employees, referees, 

gardeners, you name it and we 

divide ourselves into it. And, 

amazingly, it all comes to-

gether to create a unique and 

beautiful whole. Well, so does 

patchwork. It gathers a little of 

this and a little of that, puts it 

together with something as 

simple as needle and thread 

and creates a new, unique, and 

beautiful whole.ò  ï Malka 

Dubrawsky, quoted in Quilting 

Daily, an online newsletter that is put 

out by Quilting Arts magazine 

(Interweave Press) Nov. 18, 2010 



 

Page 8 Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters     January 2011 

 

CVSQ - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. V9M 8A2 - Editor@schoolhousequilters.com 

The Community Quilts Group presented Jeanann Alderson with a ' Thank You ' Quilt at the Christmas 

Potluck. Jeanann donated a lot of her 'stash' to the group.  This is truly a community Quilt...It is 

Jeanann's fabric, Verna's batting and stitching, Marie's backing, Gladi's binding and June's fabric for 

the label.  

COMMUNITY QUILTS ðDECEMBER 2010 DONATIONS 
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Maxine McAuley accepts quilts for Cumberland 

Lodge from The Schoolhouse Quilters Guild repre-

sented by Nerissa Thomas and Verna Power. 

Bernice Loudfoot and Brenda Phillips, Director 

of Resident Lifestyles and Community Programs 

Extended Care Unit at St Joseph's Hospital, ac-

cept quilts from the Schoolhouse Quilters Guild 

represented by Nerissa Thomas and Gladi Lyall. 

Gladi, Nerissa and Verna delivered a selection of regular quilts, Christmas 

quilts, wall hangings, table toppers and placemats to Lilli House.  The regu-

lar quilts will be used as Christmas presents and the Christmas things will 

be kept as comforting decorations at the house.  We would like to say a spe-

cial thank you to all our 'Quilting Angels' who came forward with donations 

to make all of this possible.  


