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Comox  Valley 

Presidentôs Address 

Wasnôt that a great presentation 

that Hennie Aikman gave us at 

the May meeting? Thank you 

Hennie . It was entertaining and 

inspiring. Our guild is lucky to 

have such accomplished quilters 

in our midst.  

We did it ! Itôs over! Itôs time for 

a rest! The quilt show is a thing 

of the past! It was a lot of work, 

a lot of angst, a lot of stress but 

it was a wonderful accomplish-

ment. A big thank you to the or-

ganizing committee and to all 

the guild members who quilted, 

baked, volunteered and came to 

the show. Take a well deserved 

break and enjoy the summer!  

Next up is the trip to Sisters. Is 

everyone working on their shop-

ping list? I keep telling myself I 
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Joan Fentiman and Gail Abel 

REFRESHMENTS  

2011 

JUNEð(note: we have 

lots of Cupcakes, so S 

& T will get a break! 

JUNE POT LUCK - 

Everybody! 
Bring your own MUG 
And indoor shoes! 

donôt need to add to my stash 

but those fabric companies 

keep coming up with fabrics I 

just have to have and of course 

there are always tools and 

gadgets that I canôt live with-

out. I took a class with Judy 

Farrow and she had a list of 

things I have to have!  

June will give us a new execu-

tive for the upcoming year. It 

is great to have new ideas be-

ing brought forward with the 

new executive. We look for-

ward to working with and sup-

porting them. To that end Joan 

and Gail will host a potluck for 

the incoming and outgoing ex-

ecutive on June 16th  at Gailôs 

place at 5:30 p.m. If weôre 

lucky the sun will have found 

us by then. It will give every-

body a chance to exchange 

ideas and make the transition 

smooth.  

Although we continue to meet 

on Thursdayôs through the 

summer, June 2 is our last gen-

eral meeting till September. It 

is also election night so please 

come out and have a say in 

your guild and itsô leadership. 

The long and the short of 

itð signing off . 

 .  
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Huckleberryõs Fabrics Inc. 
  

 830 
The only, luxury, high-performance sewing 
and embroidery system in the world.  
When you create on the BERNINA 830, your 
grandest ideas can come to life. Thatôs be-
cause it offers the most sewing and embroi-
dery space, unbeatable speeds, and the 
most advanced ergonomics of any home 
sewing machine. Itôs time to think bigger.  
 
 

Subscribe to "Through The Needle" Magazine  
at www.beninausa.com  
It's Free!  
Each issue of Through the Needle Online features articles about our favorite cre-
ative past-time - sewing! With projects, tips & tricks, and feature articles from Na-
tional and International BERNINA Educators and Artisans, there is something for 
everyone.  

 
Huckleberryôs Fabrics Inc.  
1930 Ryan Road East  
Comox, BC,V9M-4C9  
250-339-4059  
1-877-339-4059 Toll Free  
e-mail : sewfun@telus.net  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Authorized Dealer, Educators, and Technician  
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Presidents: Joan Fentiman & Gail Abel 

Past Pres: Marie Trimmer  

Vice Presidents: Florence Labrecque  

Secretary:  Hope Rychkun 

Treasurer:   Moreen Reed  

Committees: 

Block of the Month: Marie Trimmer 

Event Coordinator: Norma McNeillie 

Hands Across The Water :   

      Sheila Scrase 

In-House Raffle:  Shirley Woodbeck 

Library : Myra Shearer, Brenda Levirs,  

Debbie Maxwell, Jeannette Morneau,   

Christa Constable, Hope Rychkun,  

Karen Ross, Julie Whitman, Beth Ritch-
ie, Marilyn Schick 

Membership:  Myra Shearer, Beth Ritchie  

Newsletter:  Ardythe Crawford,  

N.L. Advertising  : Joan Johnsen 

Notification :  Gail Kirkoski, Gail King 

Nominating Committee: Karen Ross,  

   Gayle Lobban,  

Publications & Communications:   
  Ellen Bechard 

Refreshments : Sheila Scrase, Jen-
nifer Harrison, Shirley Krotz and Ne-
rissa Thomas 
Retreat : Terry Vadeboncouer,  

 Beverly Luck, Sharron Woodland 

Sunshine :  Jennifer Harrison 

Venue :  Norma McNeillie 

Community Needs: Verna Power -  -
Margaret Yells, Gladi Lyall, Joy 
Whitehouse, Marie Trimmer, Nerissa 
Thomas 

Website: Hope Rychkun 

Workshops: Jan Fraser, Margaret Yells, 
Hope Rychkun , Florence Labrecque 

  

2010 - 2011 Executive!  
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FOR YOUR INFO 

Subject: Pot Holders for Camp Homewood 
Date: Monday, May 16, 2011 2:41 PMðTHE NEED IS NOW  

 

Michael from Camp Homewood was wondering if some of the quilters 

could donate some pot holders.  He said the ones they have are very, very, 

very old and are burning their fingers.  

The busy seasons for them are coming up with the childrenôs camps in the 

summer.  The size he is looking for: 10ò X 10ò. 

A couple of long runners for the table where they serve the food would be 

nice, that size is 12 x 24. I will try and have a draw for people who make the 

pot holders.  

If you could bring them to the June business meeting or the potluck that 

would be wonderful.  I think they would be happy with getting some in the 

fall when we go to the October Retreat for those people who would like a 

little more time to make them.  Thanks from the Retreat Committee 

 

Quilt Retreat at Camp Homewood 

  

 Our next retreat will be October 27 - 30. 

 Sign-up will be at the business meeting in June.  

 Please bring your $50.00 deposit to hold your spot. 

 For more info please see Terry, Bev, or Sharron. 

 

 

Refreshments for the June 2nd General Meeting will be provided by all the 

generous bakers in the Guild who brought cupcakes to the quilt show.  There 

was an awesome response, and there were leftovers. 

 

People whose last names start with S and T, we will catch you later. 

 

I would like to thank all the bakers and kitchen helpers - you are a great 

bunch and worked very hard.  I really appreciated your support; we worked 

well together as a team to make this part of the Quilt Show a success. 

 

Shirley Krotz 

 

Thank you to Margaret, Marie and all of the many ladies who worked so 

hard to make the Quilt Show the great success it was.  It was an entertaining 

and fun weekend that exceeded out expectations.   Thank you all so very 

much. 

 

The Community Quilts Group, via Verna Power 

COPYRIGHT  
Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters  

All rights reserved - Do not reprint  

without permission from the Editor 
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THE 'BIG' IRONING BOARD 
  

The first time I saw  'The Big Ironing 

Board'  advertised in quilting magazines I 

knew I wanted and needed one.   Being 

of a 'frugal nature' ..(cheap)... I couldn't 

see myself ordering one for over two 

hundred dollars plus shipping and han-

dling! 

 

I didn't know what kind of wood to use 

so when I stopped at the builders supply  

I explained to the young lady what I 

wanted and she sent me out back to talk 

to 'McIver'...his real name was Ernie but 

he could figure out anything.  RANGER 

BOARD  was the answer.  It would stand 

up to the heat and steam.  They sold me 

half a sheet of this Ranger Board for 

about $12.00.....it has probably gone up 

in price since then.   They also cut this 

24"x 96" board into two pieces ...the 

ironing board piece is 24"x 60" and the 

extra piece was 24"x 36".  I put  4 casters 

on the extra piece  and it acts as a dolly in 

my garage with 6 large totes on it. 

  

We laid the piece of Ranger Board on the 

floor and centered my regular ironing 

board on it.   We marked the 2 outside 

edges of the regular ironing and nailed a 

4' piece of 1"x 2" strapping  along each 

marking.  These two pieces of strapping 

stabilize the Big Board. 

  

I used 2 layers of warm and natural bat-

ting approximately 64"x28" enveloped 

inside 2 pieces of muslin approximately 

66"x 30" each.  I made a 1" casing on all 

4 sides to thread a piece of elastic or 

string through to hold it snugly in place 

and also to make it easy to take off for 

washing.  It is difficult to find the teflon metallic covering 

here so I used it as is, until I bought some in the 

States.....maybe it can be ordered on line. 

  

It is a great ironing board and work table.  After a bit of 

use I noticed that the steam had softened the top surface of 

the wood and I could stick a straight pin into it.  I have 

propped it on a chair and used it as a small design board.  

It is a great addition to my sewing room.   

 

These are the instructions  I promised to put in the newslet-

ter for anyone who wants to make one, 
 

Have fun , Verna Power 
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BIB nô TUCKER QUILTING 
June Sale 

 

ALL BATIKS  
Includes wide batiks 

25% ð 35% off  2m + (same 

bolt)  

½ m minimum cuts  

All Rotary Cutters  

30% OFF  reg price  

 

 

 
Regular hours 10-4  

343 Bay Street (at Turner)  Victoria ,BC 

(Lower Rear GRAVEL YARD parking lot)  
250-386-6512 (Mon- Thurs  10-4,  Sat 12-4 )  

(closed Fridays for Grandma Privileges) 

 

 

PLACEMATS FOR MEALS 

ON WHEELS:  

Placemats are due at the June 

business meeting.  We will have a 

display of the placemats and eve-

ryone who makes one will have 

their name go into a draw.  Also, 

there will be a viewer's choice 

award for the winning placemat. 

 

 

MYSTERY QUILT CHAL-

LENGE:  

Your Mystery Quilt Challenge is 

due at our June Potluck.  There 

will be a viewer's choice of the 

Challenges.   
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The Schoolhouse Scrapbook -  
with Ardith Chambers and Jessie Schut 

I haven't been to guild in May as I'm traveling across Canada (and back!) Am currently in Halifax as I 

write this column. The person I'm staying with, Linda Wills, is a personal friend of the famous quilter 

Val Hearder. Val has written 2 books and has quilted for 40 years but lately has taken on a new passion. 

She spent her childhood in South Africa and goes back regularly to visit. She's started importing hand 

embroidery pictures, beaded jewelry and dolls made by African women's groups. The women work 

within the safety of their homes; healing from the trauma that is too prevalent in their lives, comes from 

expressing their stories through their art. Empowerment and self esteem grows from being able to sell it 

and income from their creative work is truly life changing. Here are some pictures taken in Val's studio. 

If you are interested in seeing more, go to 

www.africanthreads.ca  

Above left: Val and Ardith 

 

Above right: Ardithôs friend 

Linda Wills and Val 
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African Womenôs Embroidery, 

brought back from Africa by Val and 

for sale to enrich the lives of the 

makers. 

Samples of Valôs cur-

rent experimentation 

African Fertility dolls 
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Crazy about Quilting? 
 

We carry many exciting embellishments, supplies & tools to 

help you complete your art quilting projects. 
 

angelina fibres 

alcohol inks in vibrant jewel tones  

stamps & stamp pads including embossing, dye and pigment inks 

gold, silver & copper leafing in sheets & crumbs 

distress inks to enhance character & historical appearance 

white, gold, silver & copper pens for a quick touch of elegance  

specialty papers you can sew through 

unique embellishments including Chinese coins & skeleton leaves 

colour kits packed with specialty papers, beads & textures 

clever clips & bamboo sticks for hanging finished work 

bh² Lb 
YƛƳƻƴƻ CŀōǊƛŎς Ŧǳƭƭ ƭŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ Ŏƻǧƻƴ  
!ƭŜŜƴŜΩǎ CƭŜȄƛōƭŜ {ǘǊŜǘŎƘŀōƭŜ CŀōǊƛŎ DƭǳŜ  

/ƭŜŀǊ 9ƳōƻǎǎƛƴƎ CƭǳƛŘ 

 

You can help us expand our selection. Contact us in person or by 

email to let us know what products youôd like to see in our store. Weôll 

do our best to bring them in. Come in and discover - weôre much more 

than a great paper store. 

 
 

Local Art  Great Gifts 

Papercraft 

 
218- Fifth Street in Downtown Courtenay 

Open 9:30am ï 5:30pm      Mon ï Sat   

250- 334-0221 

southhollow.ca     leapenhi.com  
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BOOK REPORT:  
By Lois Warner 

Quilting in the Limelight 
The Life, Art & Techniques of an Award-Winning 

Quilter 

Philippa Naylor 

Dragon Threads 2008 

 

After living in Saudi Arabia for 15 years, Philip-

pa Naylor returned to England in 2004, took a 

21 month quilting hiatus ("which nearly killed 

me"), and is now in the spotlight with a growing 

international reputation.  Her quilt, "Lime 

Light", won Hancocks in Paducah Best of Show 

in 2003 and is displayed in the collection of the 

Museum of the AQS in Paducah, Kentucky - 

quite an achievement for someone who only 

took up quilting in 1996 and didn't have access 

to all the fabric and equipment we take for 

granted!  

 

"Quilting in the Limelight" is divided into sec-

tions.  The book begins with Philippa's personal 

life, from an early interest in sewing to becom-

ing an award winning quilter.  The second 

"section" is a gallery of her beautiful quilts, all 

pieced or appliqued and quilted by the author.  

Following this she has two chapters covering 

her workspace, preferred equipment and materi-

als and, lastly - the secrets - how does she do it? 

 

While living in Saudi Arabia, Philippa Naylor 

continued her interest in textiles, but it wasn't 

until 1996 that she discovered quilting.  After 

attending Quilting by the Lake in Syracuse, 

N.Y. in 1999, her focus shifted from traditional 

patterns to designing her own traditional designs 

with a contemporary twist.  Known for her 

curved piecing, Philippa works to give designs 

the illusion of depth and motion by making it 

appear pieces cross over each other and move 

backwards and forwards.  Trapunto also figures 

heavily in her work. 

 

Fabric scarcity prompted the author to dye her 

own fabric.  The colors in her quilts are usually 

brilliant hues and she works a lot with grada-

tions.  She believes her choice of a brilliant pal-

ette may partly be a reaction to living in Saudi, 

where there is little greenery and the sky and 

earth are a hazy sand color.   

 

Philippa's involvement in quilting and increasing invitations 

to teach were a factor in the Naylor family making the deci-

sion to leave Saudi.  "I couldn't further my career because 

getting out to teach was just not possible". As well, they had 

the education of their two teenage sons to consider and, 

with roots in England, this is where they decided to settle.  

Back to quilting after a 9 week drive to England, then reno-

vating a house in Yorkshire, Philippa explains how she de-

signs and constructs her quilts.  She works exclusively on 

one project until it is completed, but for variety, alternates 

between appliqued and pieced projects.   

 

I purchased a copy of this book a year or so ago and have 

referred to it so often it is looking a little worn.  As inspira-

tion, who can ignore the wonderful photos, especially the 

closeups, of her quilts.  The techniques she uses are clearly 

described and shown, making you feel she is right there as 

your personal instructor.  A varied life, with photos show-

ing life in Saudi Arabia and England provide more insight 

into what makes Philippa Naylor such an exceptional quilt-

er.  Now that she has joined the ranks of more well known 

quilters, perhaps we will get to see more of her exceptional 

work in the future.  
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                         5334 Argyle Street  
                    Port Alberni BC V9Y 1T8 
      250.723.6605   lynne@kismetquilts.com 
         Open Monday to Saturday 10am-5pm 
 

Winner of  

2010  

Small Business of the Year  

(under 50 employees)  

 

fabCheck out our new online 
store at 

www.kismetquilts.com  

 

 

 

  

 If  anyone knows a member in the 

guild who has been ill or has illness or a 

death in their family or who just needs to 

be cheered,  

please call    

 

 Jennifer Harrison at 250-339-4754  

 

so that a card may be sent from the guild. 

 

SUNSHINE 

{9wD9 ϧ {9²  
нрл-офл-ослн   

млр bƻǊŜŘ tƭŀȊŀΣ стрл LǎƭŀƴŘ IǿȅΦΣ  
bŀƴŀƛƳƻ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ tC!CC ϧ .ŀōȅƭƻŎƪ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΥ  
ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ ϧ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ  
ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ϧ ǎŜǊƎŜǊǎΦ 

 
/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ  
ǿǿǿΦǎŜǊƎŜǎŜǿΦŎƻƳ  

Please take note of our new Store hours:  
Beginning May 30th , 2011, Gramma's will be closed Mon-
days.   
Our new Store hours will be:  
Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm    
Enjoy the convenience of shopping on-line by visiting our 

website at www.grammasquiltingcupboard.com 


