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The weeks until Christmas are
zooming by! How many of us are
frantically sewing gifts? Or are
you wracking your brains trying to
figure out what to buy for the fam-
ily members and/or friends on
your list?

Recently, an email was circulated

promoting the idea of shopping

locally. The article suggests that
we should not be supporting for-

eign factories and stores. This is
definitely food for thought!

Most of our kids and/or Grandkids
are more than happy to supply us
with their wish lists which, of
course, consist of brand name
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driving to Nanaimo to complete
our Christmas shopping.

The option is to try to break the
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Some of the suggestions in the arti-

cle were:

§ A gym membership ¢ ap-
propriate for all ages Gift
certificates for car detail-
ing, car washes, ol
changes, etc.t a great gift
for a young adult who has
recently purchased a vehi-
cle

§ Restaurant or movie gift cer-
tificates

§ A gift certificate for the ser-

. ~vices -of a cleaning lady ¢

E Ed:?eat a new Mom or a
Senior

§ A gift certificate for a hair
cut or a spa service

§ Of course, all of the above
would be purchased from
local merchants.

And, who among us does not
love to visit the local Christmas
craft fairs? They are a wonder-
ful source of numerous ideas
for gifts. Perhaps that scarf for
aOUUw &UEOEEEUI
have a namebrand logo on it,
but by purchasing something
hand-made, you will be sup-
porting a local artisan.  And,
craft fairs are more fun than be-
ing in the crowds at a mall.
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encouraging local small busi-
nesses to keep plugging away
to follow their dreams.
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2011 - 2012 Executive!

Presidents : Nerissa Thomas & Carol Metner
Past Presidents : Joan Fentiman & Gail Abel

Vice President : Maureen McCannel

Secretary : Trudy Thorne

Treasurer : Vicki Willems

Committees :

Block of the Month: Sharon Latham

Community Needs:

Chair Baby Quilts (Joy Whitehouse & group)
Lilli House - (Verna Power)
Breast Cancer & Teen Vanier Moms (Gladi Lyall & Barb Messer)
Christmas Hampers & Placemats (Sharon Latham)
Fire Victims (Marie Trimmer) & group
Seniors (Nerissa Thomas)

Hands Across The Water: Sheila Scrase

In-House Raffle: Shirley Woodbeck

Library: Marilyn Schick plus many others

Membership: Patti Kemp, Beth Ritchie, Arlene Veenhof

Newsletter: Hope Rychkun with help from Ardythe

Newsletter Advertising : Joan Johnsen

Notification:  Sharron Woodland, Gayle Lobban, Joanne McLeod
Programs: Florence Labrecque, June Boyle, Gayle Lobban
Publications & Communications: Christa Wolst

Refreshments: Shirley Krotz, Lynda Reid, Mikki Nicklin, Brenda Levirs

Retreat: Terry Vadeboncoeur, Sharron Woodland, Beverly Luck
Sunshine: Jennifer Harrison

Venue: Norma McNeillie

Website: Hope Rychkun

Workshops:  Margaret Yells, Florence Labrecque, Judy Morrison, Hennie Aikman,

Carol Metner, Hope Rychkun
Word Puzzle: Moreen Reed
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Intersections: Where Quilting meets Writing

by Jessie Schut
A Christmas to Remember
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about the tablecloths and table runners...it says a lot to me about how the little touches can make a
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Christmas is coming soon, and anyone who visits the guild can tell by the snippets on the floor: bits

Of wi OEOOI OOwl OOEwWUT Ul EEOQwUI EWEOEwWT Ul 1 OwopOUO
there will be gifts of Christmas baking and boxes of chocolates for snacking. Quilters are such gener-
ous folk.

The making of gifts and home decorations fills many of us with nostalgia for the good old days,
when the house smelled of gingerbread and sugar cookies, when mom was busy at the sewing ma-
chine whipping up doll clothes late at night, and while dad was making mysterious things out in
the workshop.

And while my memories do include such things, the overwhelming impression | retain from my
childhood was of sacred awe. Raised in a traditional Dutch Calvinist home by new immigrant par-
ents, Christmas was strictly a religious holiday, as it had been in Holland. The day for gift -giving
was St. Nicholas Day on Dec. 6. He and his helper stuffed our shoes or boots overnight with candy,
gingerbread, and an orange, and perhaps some small toys. But Christmas was different. Sure, we
had a tree decorated with lights and tinsel, and there were candleholders with spruce branches ar-
UEOT I EWEUOUOEwWUT 1 OOWEUUWUT T Ul whpEUOz 0wl YI UwWwEW
were extra church services which included a Christmas program by the children, and simple meals
so that the mom of the house actually got to have a rest on that holy day as well. It was a simpler
time.

Last year, | came across a big batch of letters that my mom had written back to her parents in Hol-
land when they first arrived in Canada. This included one letter she wrote after her second Christ-
mas in Canada. | was 2 % years old, and my sister was 9 months. It must have been difficult, know-
ing that her family was gathered together in a lovely home in the old country ¢ she was the oldest of;
10 children ¢+ while she only had my dad and us in a bedraggled Victorian farmhouse owned by the
farmer dad worked for. But she was resourceful! Many other Dutch immigrants had banded to-
TTOTT UwPOWEWET UUET WwEOOOUOPUAOWEOGEWUIT 1 awET EEODI

(Continued on pagé)
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Camp Homewood Quilt Retreat
February 16,17,18,19 2012

E
E Sign up will be at the December 1 2011 Business Meeting.
E Please bring your $50.00 deposit when signing up.

Balance is due February 2 2012 Business Meeting.

Please contact your Retreat Committee if you have any questions.
Terry Vadeboncoeur, Bev Luck, Sharron Woodland
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circa 1950:
December 26, 1950(In 1950, Dec. 24 was a Sund#ythus this is written on Tuesday. Mom writes
YI UawETI T 1T Ui UOOAWEEOU OwWUIT 1T whpOOET Ui UOWEEawWUT 1 a

after church. It was a wonderful day, except that Sjoke, my sister, seemed to be getting another co
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well, so that we spent a fair bit of time in the night settling her down. When Foppe (my dad)left
to do the morning milking ( it was Monday, Christmas Dayshe was sleeping peacefully, so | got
up with him and got everything ready for the company we were expecting after church. | set
the table with the white tablecloths, candles, and the Christmas runner that Gerda had made
for me, because the plan was that we would all go to church, have lunch with someone and
Ul OwUUEa wi OUwUT T wEl POEUI Oz UwxUOT UEQWEIT I OUI
really looked festive. The baker had made us a great big caket everything in Canada is bigger
than normal! + decorated with candles. But when Foppe came home, and we woke Sjoke up,
her eyes were stuck shut with pus and she was beginning to cough, so we knew that we could-
OzUwWEOOwWT OwUOWET UUET Bw( UWwPEUWEWEPUwWOI WEDPUE X
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(Continued from pagé)

came, all cheerful and happy, and we ate to-
gether ¢ there were 19 of us at the table. We
did the supper in the Dutch tradition: white
bread, raisin bread, roggebrood, Frico cheese
t DOw PEUW YI Ua wnuhtlarslhtabi® &
Dutch word ¢ a cross between cozy and hospit
ble.) After supper, we lit all the candles and
we read the Christmas story. Then all the chil-
EUl OwUl EPUI EwUIT 1 PUwx E U
Christmas pageant, and then we all sang
#UUET w"TUPUUOEUwW EEUOC
have such parties now and then, parties in
which a real Christian spirit is present.

.. After finishing supper, the ladies retired to
the kitchen to do the dishes, while the chil-
dren played together and the men had discus-
sions on various topics in the living room.
Then we had a lovely bowl of fruit along with
homemade cookies, and of course, not to for-
get, the big tart. Some of the men with a big
appetite practically got a whole cake of their
OPOwOOwWUT 1 PUwxOEUI UOuw
were. We sang a bit more, and then around 10
p.m. everyone went home, satisfied and
happy. It had been a wonderful evening. In
such times, you really notice that although as
Dutch folks we all have our differences, when
it comes down to it we are one in our faith
EQEwbIl wi T 1 OwlT ECwUODUA

Whatever your traditions, may your sewing

go well, may every little project be completed,
may you experience joy with loved ones, and
may it be a celebration to write home about!

Upcoming Events

‘Together' in La Conner

La Conner, Washington, United States

Date & Tim&/ednesday September-28ednesday Decembe
) 126 201uVgBUN: 11arbpm Mon & Tues: by appt. Closed o
a- major holidays.

You are invited to attend the opening at the historic Gache
sion. September 26, 2011. Meet the artists! We are putting
ing show together. A fibre artist is working with an artist wh
another medium, such as: palntmg pottery, glass, wood, g

JUgdiaUT EQwUT | az EWEOOI wbO
http'//www Iaconnerquilts com/
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Par sville Quilt Festlval

0Seasons b
May 18thd 20th 2012

http://www.seasonsbythesea.com
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2012 Quilt Canada
May 29 17 June 2, 2012

ifSee

Qui It Canada
H o m ewdl be in Halifax, Nova

A

Check out their websites for
more details.

www.canadianquilter.com

www.quiltcanadao2012.ca

Qu
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« . «
& December Blrthdays & Scheduled Workshops
o o
i« © . . . :
« Margaret Craig Dec. ? AEmbel I'i shing wit
“:e. S Elai D 2 “} Eileen Nedl The Bead Lady
E-.? ue gie ec. ﬁ@ December 10th 2011 10:460 pm
« Hennie Aikman Dec. 5 & Cost:  $45.00 (plus any beads you want to buy
. &
« Linda Mathers Dec. 6 & N
Y q ith oy oMystery Scrap Q
8 Wendy Smit Dec. 9 & Janis Daviss presenting a one day Mystery Quilt
ﬁ;; Shirley Krotz Dec. 10 z:a February 4, 2012 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
- o Cost: $25no pattern required
& )
i Rita Gouthro Dec. 12 & This class is fullé add vy
“3. Shirley Woodbeck Dec. 15 z}.
¢ ~ N
" Joan Boyle Dec. 18 hDepartureso
o « | Two day workshop Wity Farrow She will be teaching
“} Therese Schwab Dec. 19 “:Q an interesting technique that makes either a stand alone qui
z; Patti Kemp Dec. 20 zga or one that can be used as a background. Suitable for al
™ i | levels of quilters.
¢« Ellen Bechard Dec.25
L Marikka Nicklin Dec. 25 ‘% April 21 & 28, 2012  10:00 am to 4 pm
o : o
oy . o« Cost: $100
i« Jenny Kim Dec. 26 « plus kit fee of $10 (or 2 fat quarters)
z} Sharron Woodland Dec. 26 z}
ﬁ:* Marjorie Arnold Dec. 27 }:“ Please contact someone on our workshop committee if
é}imm:wam e . i o o e .m@m“i you have any questions. Sign up for workshops any
GRARARARAG R ARAAARAARAKAR AR AR Thursday between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m., or on Thursday
ﬁ” ‘ evenings with Judy or at the general meeting
Remember that we can only guarantee your atten-
WA N T E D dance upon payment of workshop fees. Workshop fees
are non-refundable unless the class is canceled or we
have a replacement from the waiting list. If you can
wooden thread SpOO|S not attend a workshop you have signed up for please
. speak to one of the workshop committee.
-any size
-call Shirley W. Margaret Yells, Florence Labrecque, Judy Morrison,
Hope Rychkun, Hennie Aikman or Carol Metner
2503381176

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. VI9M 8A2- Editor@schoolhousequilters.com
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Book Review

Quilt a New Christmas with Piece O'Cake Designs
Becky Goldsmith & Linda Jenkins
C + T Publishing, 2011
Library # 425

Just in time for Christmas! Here are some fun, fresh
patterns for Christmas stockings, lap quilts, wall
hangings and ornaments. Some of the projects use
modern retro fabric and many use non -traditional col-
ors. Generally there is a twist on the traditional red
and green color combination and familiar Christmas
shapes.

The authors start with some suggestions for the use of
color, as well as a basic supply list, then you are im-

= Appliquéd Quilts, Embellished Stockings
mediately immersed in the project section. They both : & Pedgeainiig ol e

love applique, so most projects feature this tech-
nique. However, you can choose to do applique by hand or use the fusible method - instructions
are given for both towards the end of the book.

"The All Wonderful Red and Green Quilt" (pg. 21) uses red, green and white, while the next pro-
ject "Caribbean Christmas"” (pg. 26) is based on pinks with blue and green accents. Both wall
quilts are very "Christmassy" and would fit almost any décor.

Quirky houses, Rudolf the reindeer with wings and pompom trimmed trees create a sense of fun
and humor in several projects. The simple partridge pincushion/ornament with wool top knots
can be used on the tree, on a mantle or in a sewing room. These would be so much fun to create!

Take a look at this new book for some exciting ideas for Christmas projects. Perhaps you need to
make some stockings? The shape is familiar but these are no ordinary stockings - Give them a

try!
Merry Christmas!

Lois Warner

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. VI9M 8A2- Editor@schoolhousequilters.com
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The Many Stages of Quilting...as | see it...
The First Exposure Stage

AWow i sndét that a
of it. The awe and wonder of a completed
piece of work, a created thing of beauty. How
long did that take? Whodathunk pink and
green would look good together? How did
they do that bit? My oh my look at all those
tiny stitches. How did they work with those tiny
little pieces? Think back. One or more of
those statements is true for all of those who
call themselves a quilter. It may have been at
a quilt show a friend dragged you to, visiting
somewhere abroad, a craft booth at a summer

festival, or simply a sample at the local fabric
shop where you buy you
sewing.

How could that much attention to detail, hours
of toil and painstaking precision be a hobby
any normal person would take up. It must only
be really picky people who quilt. Too much
work. (God has a very wry sense of humor)

So you try a block or two, perhaps a placemat
or Christmas runner. Or that quilted jacket
that 6s perfect f oFup, oo
make clothes... this will be something different.
Just to see what all the fuss is about. Or you
see a quilt that so knocks your socks off you

succumb to the sales staff promise that its
Aireally easy to make.
hard can it be?0 't 6s

perhaps a panel that just needs a border.
Something small for the new baby. At first you
donot even realize
and making things; the kids costumes, gifts,
progressing to clothes and then home decor.

But the real truth is quilting seems to be the
ultimate goal in sewing. It is the end place.
Like the academy awards. Its when you know

l ovely

it

s O6n That

youbdbve arrived in the
accept the fact that you have been reborn to
the cult, the quest is on to attain, achieve and
accept the inevitable. You are a quilter.

quil t. o That' t h
And youbre done. Il t 0s
taken the first and last step into that vortex like
black hole from which you shall never surface;
past the point of no return. Its like crack; once
tried it is like a deal with the devil signed in
blood and non redeemable.

S

Now the first exposure stage glitch is that it
comes with a certain assumption. Actually a
few. That you get told ALL the instructions, that
you know the lingo, that border fabric is in-
cluded in the yardage
cut witlo $cissors and, My persoial favguuite, af
you can sew a straight line... you can quilt.

My advice, assume nothing, acquire a mentor
and ask about everything.

Instructions commonly have mistakes some-
where, quite often borders and backing are
done after the quilt top (or flimsy) is made, a
rotary cutter is absolutely mandatory (along
with specific rulers and cutting boards) and the
astraight linentiging, puhleeeselo v e r

Stage Two - Resistance and Resignation

Stay tunede. Ki m
0 And you think Ahow
a—Ffat—guarter—or —two—:
Check out
You al wayge |l oved fabri
Potluck Christmas Lunch news on
Page 17

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. VI9M 8A2- Editor@schoolhousequilters.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 General 2 3
Meeting
4 5 6 7 8 Christmas |9 10 Eileen Neill
Potluck Lunch Workshop
11 12 13 14 15 Executive |16 17
Meeting
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Christmas
Eve
25 Christmas 26 27 28 29 30 31 New
Day 3 Year 0s
January 2012
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 General 6 7
Meeting
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 Executive] 20 21
Meeting
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

Ev e

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. VI9M 8A2- Editor@schoolhousequilters.com
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News from the Program Committee

We have had all positive feedback from our 2 previous meetings. The October presentation by
the Guild Charity groups resulted in more interested members taking kits (was there a bit of nag-
ging in those talks?) and new members telling the groups how much they learned about this arm
of our Guild. Thanks to Verna Power and the rest of the generous charity quilters who have the
region blanketed with quilts.

Thanks also to the four demonstrators, Julie Wind, Judy Morrison, Margaret Yells and Carol Met-
ner, who last month, stimulated our "I have to try that" brains. Everyone was so enthusiastic
about the demo's that we have another night scheduled for April.  Stay tuned.

We have some exciting meeting prospects:

In Feb., our own MARIE TRIMMER of the Cumberland Quilt Shop, is going to give us a Trunk
Show of her early years of quilting to her recent quilts. Wasn't it Merm who won a LOT of the
awards at our spring quilt show? She will also bring some new fabrics and other items for
sale. Bring your wallets.

We are thrilled to have DIANNE STEVENSON from Burnaby, committed to our March meeting

to do a trunk show and speak on "Threads of Canada". She was CQA Teacher of the Year in 2010
and will be teaching again in Halifax in June. (If you want to learn more about her,
Google <quilter, Dianne Stevenson> Thanks to Gayle Lobban who has been our contact with her
friend, Dianne.

The April meeting will have more demos and the May meeting will be fun.  Separate anything
from your sewing rooms or studios that you might want to sell (cheap) as we are going to have a
TRUNK SALE in the parking lot before the meeting. Fabrics, books, notions, trims... anything
sewing or quilting related can be sold from the back of your car. So start saving those items.

We'll keep you posted.
Florence Lebrecque
Gayle Lobban

June Boyle

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. VI9M 8A2- Editor@schoolhousequilters.com
Page 10



http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/

"OOORWSEOOT aw2ET 6OO01 OUUI woUPOUT UUZz w&aUPB
www.schoolhousequilters.com

INTERNET CONNECTIONS

A very interesting blog | thanks Judy
haS been ||| or has |"neSS or a death |n http://quiltingclimber.blogspot.com/2011/07/

. . . frixion -pens-evaluated.html
their family or who just needs to be NP Ve

cheered, please call: Canadian Quilters
www.canadianquilters.com

Jennifer Harrison at 250 -339-4754

Quilt Canada 2012
| " EOPI ERws21 EOUW+DPOI w 001 7
http://quiltcanada2012.ca/

"PDOEazUw3l Ul EEPOUOU
Sign up for her great newsletter.
www.cindysthreadworks.com

Kathy Klassen| Kathryn Quilts
www.kathrynquilts.com

REFRESHMENTS

Pippa Moore| Kitambaa Designs
January GH1J WWW.pippamoore.ca

Bring your own MUG, if you use
a mug from the kitchen, please

wash and return it. NEW BIRTHDAY DRAW

If you had a birthday in December a n d
l' i ke to participate i
please bring a fat quarter with your name on it
to the January 5th General Meeting.

- o
0 O

And indoor shoes

A mystery prize will be added to the fat quarters
and webol | hol d a dr a or

Nerissa

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. VI9M 8A2- Editor@schoolhousequilters.com
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Kitambaa Sewing Project Update

As many of you know, the Kitambaa Sewing Project has made a quilt and sold "opportunities to
own" for several years now. Funds raised have been used in Uganda to purchasea house for a
widow in Uganda, lease garden plots for widows and grandmother groups as well as paying for
the accommodation and meals for the Bitengye Designers when they attend workshops with us
and with Alice, the Coordinator.

This year's quilt was pieced by the Ladies of the Night in Victoria (Joyanne Dobbs, Judy Sim-
monds, Noelle Clark, Lindsay Critchley and Trudy Thorne), and the machine quilting was do-
nated by Marilyn Wickes of Comox.

The winner of this quilt was our own Nerissa Thomas!

Thank you to each of you who purchased "opportunities to own" this quilt.

For further information, contact Pippa Moore or Trudy Thorne.

-1 UPUUEwWUTT webOOI U Ladies of the Night

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. VI9M 8A2- Editor@schoolhousequilters.com
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Hurry in for inspirational ideas and great
savings—only from BERNINA.

e made 1o creats IEFRNTNA®

g
ORI AN

November 16, 201t January 4, 2012

Merry Christmas from all of us at Huckle-
berry &

Huckl eberryodos Fabrj nc
1930 Ryan Road East
Comox, BC VOM 4C9

(250)339-4059
or Toll Free: 1(877)339-4059

e-mail:sewfun \\/
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{ | Crazy about Quilting?

We carry many exciting embellishments, supplies & tools
to help you complete your art quilting projects.

=angelina fibres
=3lcohol inks in vibrant jewel tones
i =stamps & stamp pads including embossing. dye and pigment inks
& =gold, silver & copper leafing in sheets & crumbs
- =distress inks to enhance character & historical appearance
white, gold, silver & copper pens for a quick touch of elegance
»specialty papers you can sew through
*unique embellishments including Chinese coins & skeleton leaves
=colour kits packed with specialty papers, beads & textures
-~ =clever clips & bamboo sticks for hanging finished work
*kimono fabric - full lengths & pieces
*clear embossing fluid
= Aleene’s Flexible Stretchable Fabnic glue

You can help us expand our selection.
Contact us in person or by email to let us know what products
you’d like to see in our store. We’ll do our best to bring them in.
Come in and discover -
we’re MUCH more than a great paper store!

218 - 5th Street in Downtown Courtenay

Open 9:30 am - 5:30 pm Mon - Sat
southhollow.ca leapenhi.com

Local Art Great Gifts Papercraft
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