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Hello from afar. As much fun as I am having 

visiting never before seen places, I readily ad-

mit that I miss my regular sewing day at the 

OAP Hall.  The comradery I get there, and oth-

er venues, is second to none.  

 

Several people asked me if I was bringing a 

sewing machine along on the trip. No - for two 

reasons. Firstly, I do not have the space re-

quired and secondly, you need power which I 

only have when plugged into utilities at an rv 

campground.  I am used to roughing it or dry 

camping. 

 

Therefore, I brought hand work. I know for a 

few, that is a dirty word while others revere it. 

Pictured below, are two "collapsible" thread 

catchers. I saw a you tube video on how to do 

it and voila! - with minimal preparation it be-

came an ideal project for this trip. They do not 

take long. I wish now that I had prepared 

more than 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have visited a few quilt shops en route. I seek 

out locally represented fabric or fabric that is on 

sale that I cannot pass up. I have learned that 

the row by row patterns are no longer available 

in all participating stores (a move designed to 

spur rapid involvement with a time-limited in-

centive to get involved  (June to Sept.) deal). 

 

I also have brought a panel which I am hand 

quilting. It has yet to see the light of day. 

 

While at Gettysburg, I decided to visit a shop 

called The Thread and Needle. It specializes in 

materials for reproducing authentic civil war 

uniforms and the website shows many unique 

(to me) notions. I was nearby and decided, why 

not drive the 5 km out of town just to see this 

unique shop.  

 

OMG! It had sooooooo many bolts of quilting 

fabric, many suspended on custom racks that 

her son had "MacGyvered". It allows you to 

swing the bolts aside to see the whole bolt, or 

the next one. Quite unique! I should have taken 

a picture.  

 

What also was amazing besides the 4 yards I 

bought, was the 2 yards of oriental fabric ($4.50/ 

yd.- half price) that I bought and loved about 9 

years ago. It was in the clearance. I wanted to 

say "Start the car"!  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Presidents: Raelene Robertson and Pat McEwen 

Past Presidents: 
Anne McCullough & Mary-Lou Morden, 

Carol Erskine 

Vice President: Janis Davis 

Secretary: Patti Kemp 

Treasurer: Sharon Latham 

Community Quilts: Coordinator—Nerissa  Thomas 

Lilli House Verna Power 

Breast Cancer  
& Teddies & Toddlers 

Gladi Lyall  

Placemats Sharon Latham 

St Joe’s Babies Joy Whitehouse 

Seniors & Fire Quilts Nerissa Thomas & Verna Power 

Pregnancy Care Centre Nerissa Thomas 

HAW 2017  

In-House Draw: Brenda Levirs 

Library: Anne Taschereau Mamers  

Membership: Carreen Webber and Carol Metner 

Newsletter: Hope Rychkun  

Newsletter Advertising: Joan Johnsen 

Programs: Janis Davis 

Refreshments: Bonnie Linneker & the Kitchen Cops 

Retreats: Terry Vadeboncoeur, Beverly Luck, Sharron W. 

Sunshine: Trudy Thorne  

Venue: 

 Charles Dickens 

 Nautical Days 

 

Website: Hope Rychkun 

Workshops: Bonnie Smith, Eva Hansen & Lynda Reid 

Word Puzzle: Bev Michaluk 

2015—2016 Executive & Committees From the Editor’s Desk 
 Newsletter Advertising: 

To advertise in the newsletter please con-

tact Joan Johnsen for rates. Submit adver-

tising by the 15th of the month for inclu-

sion in the next month. 

forjj1@shaw.ca  
 

Newsletter Deadline: 
Please submit all entries for the news-

letter by the 20th of the month for inclu-

sion in the next month’s newsletter.  

 

Submit articles to Hope (current editor) 

using the email: 

 editor@schoolhousequilters.com  

   

Guild Meetings  

Our guild meets every Thursday 

from 9:00am to 9:00pm for quilting at 

the Cumberland OAP Hall. 

  

General Meeting (September to 

June) on the 1st Thursday of each 

month at 6:30 pm 

  

Executive Meeting (September to 

June)  3rd Thursday of each month 

at 1:00pm 

   

No meetings in July or August, just 

wonderful sewing days… 

Our Website: 

www.schoolhousequilters.com  

Memberships 

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership. You need to be a 

paid member to enjoy the bene-

fits of the guild... 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
mailto:forjj1@shaw.ca
mailto:editor@schoolhousequilters.com
http://www.schoolhousequilters.com
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Membership Dues 2016 -2017 
 

A gentle reminder to all new and returning members that Annual Membership Fees 
should be paid by the end of October 2016. There is usually at least one of the Member-
ship Committee available each Thursday, eagerly waiting to take your money, cash or 
cheque. Sorry, we don't give away free glassware, candies or any other goodies with paid 
membership. We feel that our annual fee of $60.00 is great value for money as it is! 
 
Carol Metner and Carreen Webber make up the Membership Committee. If the business 
meeting is the only time you come to the Guild, be advised that we will be at the O.A.P.  
Hall from about 2.30 pm onward. (At least, one of us will be, lol). If there is only one of us 
present that night, your patience is requested. One of us is traveling. 
 
New expiry date stickers to put on the back of your membership cards will be available 
also. 
 
Thanks, 
Carol and Carreen 

Unfortunately, I only took a passing glance at the bolts of fabric suitable for uniforms and 

that was the reason I came in the first place! 

 

I am carefully setting aside my American purchases from my Canadian, in anticipation of the 

eventual border crossing.  

 

Stash building at its best.  

 

Raelene Robertson 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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CAMP HOMEWOOD RETREAT February  15 to 19 2017 

So excited to advise all of you that our next Camp Homewood retreat has been scheduled 

for four days, providing us with one additional day of sewing and socializing.  It will run 

from Wednesday through Sunday, February  15th  – 19th , 2017.  Sign up for the February re-

treat will be at  the November business meeting with a $50. deposit due upon registration.  If 

you do not feel you can attend for a full four days please do not let that deter you from regis-

tering as it may be a possibility for some of you to attend for three days only.   

 

Depending on sign-up numbers we may also have the option of opening up the guesthouse 

for more private rooms. For further details concerning the guesthouse please speak to one of 

the retreat coordinators listed below.  The cost per individual for the four days would range 

from $227. to $267.,  depending on the room you choose.  The starting range of $227.  is a 

bunk style dorm room which sleeps up to 7, however on average there are usually anywhere 

from 3 to 5 in these rooms.  Individuals in these rooms have shared bathroom/shower facili-

ties.  There is a separate handicapped washroom available to any that may require ease of ac-

cess to toilet or shower.  There are also newer rooms available which sleep up to 3 and have 

their own washroom, including shower/tub.  These rooms are either $254.  with 3 sharing the 

room or $267.  with only 2 sharing.   All prices include 3 meals a day along with snacks in the 

evening consisting of cookies/squares, fruit, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate.  The meals at 

Camp Homewood are excellent . . . and you will never walk away hungry! 

 

If you have never been to a retreat at Camp Homewood we urge you to give it a try.  It is a lot 

of fun and a great way to get to know your fellow quilters.  Most quilters who have attended 

previous retreats become regulars.  If you wish to sign-up or for further information please 

contact one of the retreat coordinators listed below.  Our contact details can be located on the 

guild website under “retreats” or by viewing the membership list.      

  

We look forward to seeing some new members as well as all of our regulars at one of the up-

coming retreats.  

 

Beverly Luck 

Terry Vadeboncoeur 

Sharron Woodland 

 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/


Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters’ Guild 

www.schoolhousequilters.com 

 

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. V9M 8A2 - Editor@schoolhousequilters.com 

Page 5 

 

2017 “STILL WORKING ON A NAME” QUILT SHOW 
 

Well, Quintessential Sesquecentennial didn’t quite work out as a name for the show, but we 

will definitely be using Canada’s 150th as a theme.  Some great ideas are being worked on & 

Eva is busy making some sample posters (again!). 

 

Thanks to Jan Hall & Sandra Castiglia for volunteering to take the lead on organizing the raffle 

baskets with Michelle Lapron & Gail Kirkoski also on the team.  

 

We still need a photographer.  This job is an important one, but is not very time consuming, so 

if you’re interested, please Nerissa or Verna. 

 

The next meeting of the Quilt Show Committee will be on Thursday November 24th & every-

one is welcome to attend. 

 

Nerissa & Verna 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
 
The Guild has contributed to the Christmas Hamper Program for many years now.  Members 
are invited to donate money to the cause, and then a small team does the shopping and puts 
the hampers together. 
 
Generally we supply 3 hampers for families a year. Each hamper costs about $300. We apply 
to Superstore (where we do the shopping) for their support in the form of gift cards. This is de-
termined by lottery, and maybe we are lucky, maybe we are not.  
 
The red bucket for donations will be on the Library table at the entrance.  
 
If you have any new games or toys that you would like to contribute, please speak to Nerissa 
Thomas or Trudy Thorne. 
 
 
 

"Reminder to Members 
Got something you would like to raise at an upcoming meeting? Please let me know by 

email no later than the day before the meeting so that we can allocate our time more effi-

ciently in the business portion of our meetings. This includes items to be addressed under 

Members' Announcements. 

My email address is secretary@schoolhousequilters.com  

 Patti (Secretary) 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Nap quilts for Teddies n' Toddlers daycare at Vanier High School  

 
To support the young parents program and encourage them to finish their education. 
 
Max and Brylee, Mariah and Weston  [baby at home  ill], Gladi from SHQ and Care assistant 
with  baby Lillian , her mom  Melody in class.  

 

Gladi 

Extra Quilting Day 
I have rented the OAP Hall on Wednesday, November 16 from 9 to 9 for quilting. This is not a Guild event so 

attendees do not have to be members of the Schoolhouse Quilters.  i.e. Bring friends, if you wish. 

Everyone is  welcome and the beauty is that you can leave your sewing stuff and return the next day on a regu-

lar Thursday quilting day. It's kind of like a two day 'stay-at-home' Retreat but you have to do your own meals.  

It costs $175 to rent the Hall so the intention is to share the cost equally among all those present.   

If you have questions e-mail me or phone. 

Judy Morrison  

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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SEWING MACHINES FOR MEXICO 
 

The Rotary Club has this white bus and an ambulance going 

down to Mexico late in November with space for 10 sewing 

machines and notions  e.g. thread, needles, bag handles and 

large buttons (not fabric) to be given to women trying to 

earn a living for their families. 

 

If you have anything to donate please contact Karen. 

 

Please call Karen Ross at 250-336-8377 

Or email Karen.ross@shaw.ca 

 

 

Program News 
 

 

November’s Program will be Four Past Presidents 

 

They will be sharing their quilting experiences will us. 

 

Please join us.  See you there. 

 

Janis 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
mailto:Karen.ross@shaw.ca
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Book Review 
Simple Stained Glass quilts 

Daphne Greig & Susan Purney Mark 

Krause Publications  2008 

Guild Library #592 
  

'Simple Stained Glass quilts' certainly lives up to 

it's name.  Daphne Greig and Susan Purney 

Mark are Victoria quilters who jointly wrote this 

book in 2008.  Daphne is the owner of 'Patch 

Works Studio' an online store - and well worth 

looking up at daphnegreig.com.  
  

This book is written for beginner and experi-

enced quilters alike.  The authors refer to their 

stain glass patterns as 'Too Easy Stain Glass' and 

as soon as you begin reading their method, it be-

comes obvious.  In six steps, you will have your own unique stain glass quilt.  The 

first thirty pages deal with equipment and supplies.  Be cautious about mixing 

black fabrics (not all blacks are the same!), using 60 wt. cotton thread for the ma-

chine stitching gives a fine zigzag line which is almost invisible (and won't show 

up in certain light as do some nylon invisible threads).  Fabric choices are im-

portant.  Auditioning your focus fabric by placing your stain glass design over sec-

tions of the fabric will help you see what you really wish to see 'out the window'. 
  

A simple project, "From my window" is presented, step by step, to guide you 

through the construction process.  First, prepare the leading by tracing the pattern 

(found at the back of the book) onto fusible web.  This is then ironed on to the lead-

ing fabric (generally black), and the design is carefully cut out, before the leading is 

fused to the focus fabric.  The borders are added, the quilt is sandwiched with thin 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters’ Guild 

www.schoolhousequilters.com 

 

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. V9M 8A2 - Editor@schoolhousequilters.com 

Page 10 

   

batting and backing, then quilted.  Quilting is done with a fine thread and zigzag 

stitched around all edges of the leading.  More quilting can be done to enhance fea-

tures of the focus fabric, if desired, then the quilt is bound and a hanging sleeve 

attached........Simple! 
  

This book doesn't limit itself to views out a window.  There are leaded flowers with 

floral backgrounds, modern spinning wheel projects and very interesting house pro-

jects.  This technique is not limited to wall quilts either - try a design on a cushion, 

tote bag or frame a photo printed on fabric - endless possibilities. 
  

Leading patterns are included in a pouch inside the back cover.  Throughout the 

book, clear directions are shown with explanations for adapting these patterns to the 

size of your focus fabric.  Only one question arises - how do you use up pieces of fu-

sible web backed fabric left over from cutting out the leading?  Any suggestions? 
  

Lois Warner 

 

(Continued from page 9) 

Library News 

In our October 13th 2016 Audit we have come across some troubling news of missing 

Books—cards and all.  

 

I am asking everyone to please check their sewing rooms and personal libraries for the fol-

lowing books: 

#119 Hawaiian Quilting 

#132 Quilters Album of Blocks and Borders 

#231 Quilted Critters 

#579 The Magic Brush 

#98 Stencil 

Thank you all for your attention to this matter. 

Anne Taschereau Mamers 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
http://matter.An/
http://matter.An/


Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters’ Guild 

www.schoolhousequilters.com 

 

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. V9M 8A2 - Editor@schoolhousequilters.com 

Page 11 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 WORKSHOP NEWS 
 
Only one more class remaining for 2016……… the popular ‘fold ‘n go’ wreath 
that is causing such a stir this year! 
 
 
Christmas Workshop  with Janis Davis  November 26

th
 

 
This workshop is now full and we’ll start a waiting list for any others interested in 
this class. 
 
Need a pretty seasonal wreath or a unique table topper? Grab some fabric and 
stabilizer and whip up this dimensional design in just a day.  You’ll have a one-of
-a-kind look to show off to all your friends and family!  Janis will take you through 
the steps to complete this lovely design.    
 
There is a pattern fee of approximately $10 which participants will pay at the be-
ginning of the workshop.  We have received a discount for a bulk order so we 
can all save a few dollars. 
 
Coming up for Spring 2017 
 
Next spring we have 2 classes coming up:  Bargello and Mystery Quilt.  We are 
also working on an applique class and a bag class since several people have re-
quested these.  More details to follow! 
 
Remember, we’re always open to hearing your suggestions for classes and 
teachers you would like to have. 
 
Thanks for supporting guild workshops! 
 
Your workshop committee, 
Eva Hansen, Lynda Reid, Bonnie Smith 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Placemats For Christmas Hampers 

In case some of the new members do not know, we do placemats for the unsponsored Christ-

mas hampers every year. 

 

Families always get the corporate sponsors & the singles are left out of the sponsorship pro-

gram and end up with skimpy unappealing hampers. So a few years ago we started giving the 

Salvation Army placemats to give a little colour to the singles hampers. 

 

There are many wonderful patterns out there for placemats & lots of simple ones as well. One 

thing I have done this year is to take all the orphan blocks I could find, mine & others, and 

have put them into packages with backing & batting just waiting for someone to complete. 

They are located in the hamper in  the store room. Orphan blocks of any size can be used for 

placemats...just add borders to make the placemat approximately 13” x 17” which is the ideal 

size for placemats.  

 

There is also a pattern on the website to make 4 placemats from 4 fat quarters or you can use 

scraps to make up a single placemat with instructions on the 4th page of the instructions on the 

website. There is backing fabric & batting available from any Community Quilts committee 

members. And if you need any Christmas fabric...just ask...I have lots!!!! 

 

Hope everyone is willing to make a placemat or 2 before the December meeting.  

 

Thanks, Sharon Latham 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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 Does it Work? 
 
When it comes to quilting, do not believe everything you hear or read. There are many tips 
one reads, or hears about, or are spoken of with absolute authority, but do they work? Or do 
they only work for some? 
 
I've come to the conclusion that there are quilt gremlins who decide whether or not something 
will work.  A bit like my “Red Light Mojo”. Most people have a “Green Light Mojo”. Not me, I 
add 15 – 20 minutes to most of my journeys as traffic lights nearly always turn red as I ap-
proach, hence the name of my mojo. 
 
 #1. If you prick your finger when hand stitching, and bleed onto your fabric, your own saliva 

will remove the stain.   
 

O.K. Something is wrong with either my blood or my spit, or is it the gremlin laughing? 
 
 #2. When it comes to threading a hand sewing needle, and you have problems, hold the 

thread still and move the eye of the needle onto the thread. 
 

Yup, After many attempts at the above method,  I'm the one you see removing her 
spectacles to peer at both the eye of the needle and the end of the thread (well licked 
to make it hold together in a nice point – my spit does work for some things), and push-
ing thread through eye of needle. 

 
Here is where I say a heartfelt “Thank You” to who ever invented the self threaders on sewing 
machine. 
 
#3. The larger the needle, the larger the stitch. If you have ever tried hand quilting, you will 

know this to be true. Use the smallest needle you can handle and you will have smaller 
stitches, whether hand quilting or other hand work. 

 
#4. Use a pencil for marking fabric for (reverse) applique. Yes, you can as they have nice 

sharp points, and the markings will be covered by stitching or the fold etc. BUT make sure 
the pencil is an H, HB or even B pencils have softer graphite in them, and smudge when 
you handle fabric with marks made by those (and it doesn't come off despite all efforts and 
mixtures of Dawn dish soap, water and rubbing alcohol). 

(Continued on page 14) 
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#5. Make a trial block when trying out a new pattern. I used to think that silly and a waste of 
my time. Not any more! 

 
If I had done that prior to cutting out the 1400 patches called for in the pattern, and then mak-
ing the blocks, I would have found out that the pattern does not give the actual size of the 
blocks. Not a problem? Oh yes it is! Two smaller blocks are meant to join together to form a 
sash with which to join the larger blocks, which is a weird size.  Getting the two smaller blocks 
to fit together is definitely taxing my patience, never mind them actually working with the larger 
blocks!  (Just ask anyone sitting near me on a Thursday). 
 
I think my “Red Light Mojo” has joined forces with the quilting Gremlins. No wonder my hair is 
white! 
 
P.S. I really do like quilting, honest. 
 
Carreen Webber 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Charles Dicken’s Craft Faire 

Nov 11 to Nov 13 2016 
 

Each year the guild participates in the Charles Dicken’s Craft Faire at the Filberg Centre. 

This year it will be held Friday, Nov.11
th
 – Sunday, Nov.13.  

 If you are interested in selling some of your work, please sign up with either Anne 

McCullough or Jan Hill at the November meeting.  

.  

Any questions can be directed to Anne or Jan. 

Meals on Wheels Placemat Presentation 2016 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Refreshment Rota  
  

Each month has been allocated letters of 

the alphabet. If your last name begins 

with one of the letters for that month, 

then that is the month that you are re-

sponsible for bringing a snack to the 

business meeting in the evening. 

  

Having said that, if you just feel like 

baking or bringing something to any 

business meeting, regardless if it is your 

“turn” or not, you are more than wel-

come to do so! 

  

Month Surnames  

 beginning with: 

  

September  A, B 

October  C, D, E 

November  F, G 

December  H, I. J. 

January  K 

February  L 

March  M 

April  N,O,P,Q, R 

May   S 

June   T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z 

The Kitchen Cops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy November Birthdays 

 
Nagle Joy 11/1 

Constabel Christa 11/1 

Warner Lois 11/3 

King Gail 11/5 

Wolst  Christa 11/8 

Metner Carol 11/18 

Elfstrom Ardienne 11/19 

Bosetti Jane 11/21 

Gurney Joan 11/29 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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SUNSHINE 

 If  anyone knows a guild member 

who has been ill or has illness or a 

death in their family or who just 

needs to be cheered, please call: 

  

Trudy Thorne   
(phone number on membership list) 

 

Or     email: 

sunshine@schoolhousequilters.com 

 so that a card may be sent  

Guild Member Personal Information 

If you need to contact any of our guild 

members, executive  or  committee mem-

bers please go to the Members Only page 

and then to Memberships on our website 

for the most up to date list of all email, ad-

dresses  and phone numbers of  current 

guild members. Remember you will need 

to be a paid member to get the userid and 

password to enter this area. 

 

To protect the privacy of our guild mem-

bers’ personal phone numbers or email ad-

dresses will not be published in the news-

letter unless specifically requested by the 

committee member. Most committees have 

a guild email address that is redirected to 

their personal address.  

 

If your committee does not as yet have one 

or you are organizing a special event please 

send an email to our webmaster using 

webmaster@schoolhousequilters.com to re-

quest one. 

 

As a paid member you have received the 

login and password for this section. If you 

do not have access to a computer or printer 

please see Hope to request a paper copy of 

our newsletter. If paper copies of news-

letters are not picked up 3 months in a row 

your name will be taken off the paper copy 

list. If you will be away, please arrange for 

another guild member to pick up your pa-

per copy. 

Personal Information Changes 

 

Please notify the Membership Committee of 
any changes to your email, phone number or 
address. 

 

The Membership Committee will then pass 
this information on to those who need the 
information to update email lists, and mem-
bership files. 

 

Keep your information up to date in order to 
receive email regarding guild events. 

 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Our Advertisers 

Dates to Remember 2016  
  

Remembrance Day November 11 

Christmas Day December 25 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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BIB n’ TUCKER QUILTING 
 

November Specials 
 

All flannels 

All bright & kid prints 

20% off – 30% off  2m or more

(same bolt) 

½ m minimum cuts 
 

1006 Craigflower Road, Victoria BC  

386-6512 (Mon- Thurs  10-4,  Sat 12-4 )  

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/


Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters’ Guild 

www.schoolhousequilters.com 

 

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. V9M 8A2 - Editor@schoolhousequilters.com 

Page 20 

 

November 11th Remembrance Day 
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