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February 2018 

President’s Message  

February, the month of hearts.  What is close to 

our hearts? our love of Quilting.  Guilds, satellite 

groups and sewing groups.   A Guild is an associ-

ation of artisans or merchants who oversee the 

practice of their craft.  In 1989 a small group here 

in the Comox Valley became The Schoolhouse 

Quilters Guild, with the objective to encourage an 

interest and excellence in quilting. 

 

We all joined this Guild with the common interest 

in Quilting, to learn, to share ideas, fabrics and 

join in quilting events.  Within our Guild we have 

members who like to make quilts for different 

groups in need.  We don’t hear a lot about the 

Quilts for the Moms still attending Vanier School, 

Teddies and Toddlers; we do give Quilts to them.   

Some members like to sell their quilts and quilted 

projects at the several different venues we partici-

pate in.  We are well respected in our Community 

through our charitable donations and venues with 

a high standard of quilting.  

 

We like to get together twice a year for a Pot Luck 

supper, with games and laughter.  Retreats are 

nice, plenty of time to quilt, visit and relax.   Quilt 

Shows happen about every three to five years and 

are a chance to show off a little.  A bus trip to 

CQA Quilt Show in Vancouver is in the works for 

this year.  We have a Small Works Group, mem-

bers being very creative.  Every month at our 

business meeting, we have interesting programs, 

show and tell and a chance to visit.  To 

name a little of what we do. 

 

WOW, this Guild sounds great!  Can we 

make it better?  Can we participate more?  

Say hello to someone you don’t know, 

share a project idea, sit in a different spot.  

Schoolhouse Quilters is a place for ma-

ture women with the common interest of 

quilting to share in a fun and friendly en-

vironment.  

 

We hope you enjoy being part of the 

Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters 

Guild 

 

Happy Quilting 

Janis 

 

From my Sewing Room to Yours. 

Scraps of My Heart – Reverse Applique 

 



Comox Valley Schoolhouse Quilters’ Guild 

www.schoolhousequilters.com 

 

CVSQG - Box 1507, Comox, B.C. V9M 8A2 - Editor@schoolhousequilters.com 

Page 2 

 
CAMP HOMEWOOD RETREAT  

 
The time is here to sign up for our next retreat  

which is scheduled for February 14th – 18th, 2018.   
 
This will be a four day retreat which provides us with lots of valued time for sew-
ing and socializing.  Please note this retreat will run from 11am Wednesday to 
11am Sunday.  Sign up will start at the December business meeting. If you 
do not feel you can attend for a full four days please do not let that deter you 
from registering as it is a possibility for some of you to attend for three days only.   
 
Depending on sign-up numbers we will also have the option of opening up the 
guesthouse for more private rooms. For further details concerning the guest-
house please speak to one of the retreat coordinators listed below.   
 
The cost per individual for the four days will range from $252. to $305., depend-
ing on the room you choose.  The starting range of $252. is a bunk style dorm 
room which sleeps up to 7, however on average there are usually anywhere 
from 2 to 5 in these rooms.  Individuals in these rooms have shared bathroom/
shower facilities. There is a separate handicapped washroom available to any 
that may require ease of access to toilet or shower.  There are also newer rooms 
available which sleep up to 3 and have their own washroom, including shower/
tub.  These rooms are either $287. with 3 sharing the room or $305. with only 2 
sharing.    
 
All prices include 3 meals a day along with snacks in the evening consisting of 
cookies/squares, fruit, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate.  The meals at Camp 
Homewood are excellent . . . and you will never walk away hungry! 
 
If you have never been to a retreat at Camp Homewood we urge you to give it a 
try.  It is a lot of fun and a great way to get to know your fellow quilters.  Over the 
past couple of years we have seen a number of quilters who have attended re-
treat for the first time, and we continue to see more of them becoming regulars.  
If you wish to sign-up or for further information please contact one of the retreat 
coordinators listed below.  Our contact details can be located on the guild web-
site under “retreats” or by viewing the membership list.       

(Continued on page 3) 
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For those of you who plan ahead the dates for our fall 2018 retreat are October 
17

th
 – 21st, 2018.  

 
We look forward to seeing some new members as well as all of our regulars at 
one of the upcoming retreats.   
 
Beverly Luck 
Terry Vadeboncoeur 
Sharron Woodland 
 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

2 Reasons to belong to a Quilt Group 
 

You get to see a variety of projects 
 
There is peacefulness in discovering that you are not the only 
one with a bunch of UFOs, WIPs, and PIGs. 
 

Stay tuned next month for more  

 

Janis 
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Presidents Janis Davis 

Past Presidents Raelene Robertson and Pat McEwen 

Vice President: Jan Hill 

Secretary: Myra Shearer 

Treasurer: Sharon Latham 

Community Quilts: Coordinator—Nerissa  Thomas 

Lilli House Verna Power 

Breast Cancer  
& Teddies & Toddlers 

Gladi Lyall  

Placemats Sharon Latham 

St Joe’s Babies Joy Whitehouse 

Seniors & Fire Quilts Nerissa Thomas & Verna Power 

Pregnancy Care Centre Nerissa Thomas 

Hall Open/Close Carol Metner, Judy Morrison & their teams 

HAW 2017 & 2018 Mary Lou Morden 

In-House Draw: Brenda Levirs 

Library: Sandra Castiglia 

Membership: Carreen Webber and Carol Metner 

Newsletter: Editor Hope Rychkun  

Newsletter Advertising: Sandy MacDonnell 

Photography Daniele White & Barb Messer 

Programs: Beverly Michaluk & Sheila Scrase 

Refreshments: Bonnie Lineker &  her team 

Retreats: 
Terry Vadeboncoeur, Beverly Luck,  

Sharron Woodland 

Sunshine: Trudy Thorne  

Venue:  Charles Dickens &Nautical Days 

Website: Sam Crewe 

Workshops: Bonnie Smith, Eva Hansen & Mary Jean McEwen 

Word Puzzle: Bev Michaluk 

2017 – 2018 Executive & Committees  Newsletter Advertising: 

To advertise in the newsletter please con-

tact Sandy MacDonell for rates. Submit 

advertising by the 15th of the month for 

inclusion in the next month. 

nlads@schoolhousequilters.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline: 
Please submit all entries for the news-

letter by the 20th of the month for inclu-

sion in the next month’s newsletter.  

 

Submit articles to Hope (current editor) 

using the email: 

 editor@schoolhousequilters.com  

   

Guild Meetings  

Our guild meets every Thursday 

from 9:00am to 9:00pm for quilting at 

the Cumberland OAP Hall. 

  

General Meeting (September to 

June) on the 1st Thursday of each 

month at 6:30 pm 

  
Executive Meeting (September to 

June)  3rd Thursday of each month 

at 1:00pm 

   

No meetings in July or August, just 

wonderful sewing days… 

Our Website: 

www.schoolhousequilters.com  

Memberships 

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership. You need to be a 

paid member to enjoy the bene-

fits of the guild... 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
mailto:nlads@schoolhousequilters.com?subject=Advertising
mailto:editor@schoolhousequilters.com
http://www.schoolhousequilters.com
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FEBRUARY 2018 WORKSHOP NEWS 
 
By the time you read this newsletter, it’s likely that Carola’s class, My Little Chickadee, will have finished and we 
can look forward to show and tell in the next couple of months to see the projects from this class. 
 
We always appreciate the support and input of our executive for activities.  And, to all the members of the guild 
who participate in classes – a big thank you for your support so we can continue to offer the classes you want.  
This year we have tried to have a mix of guild teachers and teachers from around the province in response to your 
ideas.  We love to hear your comments about how the classes went and also suggestions for classes for the next 
season. 
 
How to register for classes:   -  most Thursdays, usually between 1 & 2 pm 
    -  meeting nights between 5:30 and 6:30  
 
Information on classes, supply lists, etc. is on the guild website under workshops. 
 
The following classes are coming up.  Most are almost full so if you’re considering one of them, please 
register as soon as you can so you don’t miss out!   
 
We are also happy to add you to the waiting list for any class that is full.  It’s not unusual to have spaces at 
the last minute that we need to fill from the waiting list. 
 
Sat. March 17th – JANIS DAVIS – MYSTERY QUILT   $32 
 
Many of you look forward to Janis’s annual Mystery Quilt.  We just know Janis is working on something special for 
you, as she always does.  The supply list for this class is now on the guild website.    
 
Sat. and Sun.  Apr 7 – 8 – ANNE MATHERS – PET PORTRAITS – 10 am – 4 pm each day  $110 
 
Artfully quilted pet portraits - re-creating portraits of our beloved fur children in fabric and thread.   
 
You will receive instructions and a supply list when you register. 
 
Fri. & Sat.  May 4 – 5, SUSAN PAYNTER – BARK AND BRANCHES – 10 am – 4 pm each day $125 PLUS A 
KIT FEE   
 
Susan is accumulating all kinds of goodies for your kits.  Your kit will include all materials needed for your project.   
Once we know the cost for the kits, we’ll contact you if you’ve registered so we can collect before the weekend of 
the class. 
 
In this class, you’ll create a realistic tree with bark and branches done in a variety of materials.  This will be a small 
wall hanging size project. 
 
Please check your calendars before you register for any classes to ensure that the date of the workshop is good for 
you.  The workshop cancellation policy is under the ‘Workshop’ tab on the guild website. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to ask us questions if you have any.   
 
Eva Hansen, Mary Jean McEwen and Bonnie Smith 
Your Workshop Committee. 

 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Book Review 
Stash-Buster Quilts 

Lynne Edwards 

Published by David & Charles  2006 

Guild Library #350 

  

Lynne Edwards should be a familiar name in the world 

of quilting.  She is an English quilter with MBE after her 

name.  MBE stands for "Member of the Order of the Brit-

ish Empire", an honor received from the Queen for a par-

ticular achievement.  Obviously teaching quilting and 

writing quilting books has its rewards in Britain.  We 

have a number of Lynne's books in our guild library.  She 

is also a regular contributor to the English magazine, "Today's Quilter", where her 

articles are very wide ranging, depending on questions sent in by readers.  
  

"Stash-Buster Quilts" main emphasis is on using some of your fabric stash as quick-

ly and easily as possible.  Lack of mind numbing technical information makes this 

book user friendly and is a real inspiration to creating with some of that stash of 

fabric.  As Lynne says "the longer a piece of fabric stays in a stash, the more it loses 

its power and attraction.  It needs to be taken out, shaken, grouped with others that 

give it new life, as it gives new life to them.  In other words we have to use some of 

our collection or it cannot grow and continue to give pleasure." 

  

Old patterns such as log Cabin and Delectable Mountains are given a modern 

twist.  All instructions are clearly written, with assembly line construction constant-

ly used.  Intriguing is Lynne's fast and accurate method of making 'corner square' 

blocks, two at a time.  As well, the two at a time 'nine patch' cuts construction time 

to a minimum! 
  

Throughout the book there are time saving techniques, shown by the use of an 
(Continued on page 8) 
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hourglass with a stop symbol printed on it.  Pictures of sewing shears next to cutting 

or stitching information draws your attention to extra advice, reflecting the experi-

ence of the designer, and again, helpful when saving time and effort. 
  

The 20 projects range in size from full size scrap quilts to stuffed pigs.  Several varia-

tions of each project are often shown, giving a lot of ideas on use of color.  Directions 

and diagrams are especially easy to follow, and a nice touch for each project is an ex-

planation as to how and why this particular design came into being.  
  

Lynne writes in a manner which is easy to follow.  Tidbits of interesting background 

information are included and a bit of humor adds enjoyment when perusing this 

book.  A definite 'thumbs up' for "Stash-Buster Quilts" 

  

 

Lois Warner 

  

(Continued from page 7) 
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 Get to Know Our Guild  Members 
 

I was born and raised in Winnipeg Manitoba. I became 
interested in sewing while taking home economics and received 
my first sewing machine at age eleven; from that day on I was 
hooked and it has been an adventure and love affair which has 
blossomed into a pursuit for my creativity and originality. I 
started making clothes for my dolls, which developed into 
dressmaking,quilting, as well as doll making. 
 

Upon moving to Comox in 1999, I was introduced to quilting 
then machine embroidery and also digitizing which opens up a 
whole new world and finally working that into fabric arts.  
 
I’m also an accomplished photographer and create many of my 
fabric arts from my photos which is my other passion. I like to put my own special spin on my 
work using different fabrics and materials to build an image which invites the viewer to 
venture into my world of expression.  
 
As time went on and my love for nature developed a strong persuasdion for photography 
and fabric arts. My interests cover a wide variety of styles especially fabric arts, quilting, 
machine embroidery and dressmaking. I work with different mediums like thread painting, 
digitizing, appliqué with my photos and transforming them onto fabric. 
 

I use a digital camera and enjoy taking macro and abstract shots. My portfolio consists of 
photos taken of wildlife, nature, landscapes and The Seven Wonders Of The World. I’m 
especially proud of my photos from far away places and sacred sites. 
 

I’m currently putting together CD'S, calendars, photo cards and picture books of my 
adventurous travels.  
 
My work is available at the following venues: Pearl Ellis Gallery, Rhodos Cafe in Courtenay, 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Rec Centre, and the Comox Library. 
 
I’m available for all of your photographic needs i.e. wedding, family events .I have written two 
books called Heart’s Desires and Earth’s Blessings both all about your personal growth and 
how to create a better life. If you are interested to discover more I have copies or you can 
purchase them online at Amazon.ca 

 

My passion in life is to focus in turning new and imaginative ideas into reality and to perceive 
the world in new ways, and find hidden patterns and to make connection between seemingly 
unrelated phenomena . 
 

I can be reached at 250-941-6999 photoandfabricartists@gmail.com 

 

Beverly Michaluk 
 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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This Years Challenges 
2018  Quilt Canada Trend Tex Challenge - Theme - Celebrating Quilters 

 

Fabric Kits for CQA members are available Oct 1/17 and Nov 1/17 for non members.  Forms 

available on line, there are also some on the bulletin board or ask, we will get you one.   

 

There are several ways of doing this challenge.  One, follow the CQA instructions and enter 

your piece for jury and showing at Quilt Canada and keep a picture to show at our Potluck. 

Two, purchase the fabrics, keeping with the theme, make your project for showing at our 

June potluck.  Three, use similar colours and keeping with the theme, make your project for 

showing at our June potluck. 

 

 

CQA 2018 Quilted Postcard Challenge. - Theme - Inspired by Nature. 

 

 This is Sponsored by Cindy's Threadworks   

 

Postcards are fun to make and even more fun to receive.  We will have a day with several 

people showing their ideas for making postcards, along with samples.  March 8th, sounds 

good.  Again you can send these in for jurying and a chance at the prizes and keep a picture 

for showing at our June potluck or bring your Postcards for showing at our June potluck. 

 

 

Hands Across the Water 2018   

 

We host HAW September 22, 2018.   Plans are still in the works and information will be out 

as soon as possible.  Please try to participate even if you are unable to attend HAW.  Bring 

your project to our June potluck. 

 

There will be participation draws for each Challenge. 
 
Janis 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Guild Announcements 
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Volunteer Opportunity—Newsletter Editor 

Are you looking for a challenging, exciting volunteer position 

with our guild. Consider taking over the Newsletter Editor 

position in September. This is a fun, exciting and sometimes 

challenging ‘dare I say JOB’ that I have had the pleasure of do-

ing for quite a few years now. 

  

It is time for some new ideas, perhaps you have some.  

 

If you are interested please contact me (Hope) at the guild or 

via this email editor@schoolhousequilters.com for more infor-

mation. 

  

I usually spend about a minimum of 5 hours a month putting 

the articles (contributed by members) plus the advertising to-

gether. Our newsletter goes out from September to June (10 

issues). 

  

Skills required would be a minimum of the following: 

  

 Extensive knowledge using software, the current news-

letter is done in Microsoft Publisher but could be done in 

any software that can create the current format and able 

to save to a pdf file for publication. 

 

 Knowledge of sizing and manipulating graphics files 

that our advertisers and contributors send in. Formats 

include jpg, pdf, word docx, png, excel and other for-

mats. 

 

 Ability to communicate via email with our advertisers 

and article contributors as well as our printing company. 

 

 Able to meet deadlines. 

 

Sounds like fun, it is so think about it and let me know. You 

would need to be able to do a mock up for practice for the Sep-

tember deadline with my help of course. 

 

Hope 

SUNSHINE 

 If  anyone knows a guild mem-

ber who has been ill or has ill-

ness or a death in their family 

or who just needs to be cheered, 

please call: 

  

Trudy Thorne   
(phone number on membership 

list) 

 

General Meeting Reminders 
 

 bring your coffee mug 

 turn off cell phones before the 

meeting 

 remember we are a scent free 

meeting 

 

 

Please keep aisle ways clear of tables 

and chairs, especially the area in front 

of the windows.   

 

Quite often people have to make their 

way to the front, and it becomes very 

difficult when there are obstacles in 

the way. 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Refreshment Rota  
  

Each month has been allocated letters of 

the alphabet. If your last name begins 

with one of the letters for that month, 

then that is the month that you are re-

sponsible for bringing a snack to the 

business meeting in the evening. 

  

Having said that, if you just feel like 

baking or bringing something to any 

business meeting, regardless if it is your 

“turn” or not, you are more than wel-

come to do so! 

  

Month Surnames  

 beginning with: 

  

September  A & B 

October  C & G 

November  D & E &F 

December  H & I & J 

January  K & L 

February  M 

March   P & R 

April   S & T 

May     U & V & W & Y & Z 

June     D & E & F 

Thanks to all of you who filled my money 

jar with your coffee cash.  

 

I may not be able to flee the valley to 

Mexico but we will continue to have 

coffee with cream & sugar!! Also will be 

able to supply some thermal disposable 

cups for those who forget their own 

mugs. So many things to remember I 

know.  

 

Also please be aware that I have re-

vamped the alphabetical list for the good-

ies  which we all provide for our meet-

ings. Our membership has changed con-

siderably so I have tried to equalize the 

numbers for each month. Any problems 

with this please contact me. 

   

Cheers from your refreshment com-

mittee… 

Bonnie Lineker   Trudy Thorne   

Mary Ellen Hall   Diane Cave 
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Guild Member Personal Information 

If you need to contact any of our guild 

members, executive  or  committee mem-

bers please go to the Members Only page 

and then to Memberships on our website 

for the most up to date list of all email, ad-

dresses  and phone numbers of  current 

guild members. Remember you will need 

to be a paid member to get the userid and 

password to enter this area. 

 

To protect the privacy of our guild mem-

bers’ personal phone numbers or email ad-

dresses will not be published in the news-

letter unless specifically requested by the 

committee member. Most committees have 

a guild email address that is redirected to 

their personal address.  

 

If your committee does not as yet have one 

or you are organizing a special event please 

send an email to our webmaster using 

webmaster@schoolhousequilters.com to re-

quest one. 

 

As a paid member you have received the 

login and password for this section. If you 

do not have access to a computer or printer 

please see Hope to request a paper copy of 

our newsletter. If paper copies of news-

letters are not picked up 3 months in a row 

your name will be taken off the paper copy 

list. If you will be away, please arrange for 

another guild member to pick up your pa-

per copy. 

Personal Information Changes 

 

Please notify the Membership Committee 

of any changes to your email, phone number 
or address. 

 

The Membership Committee will then pass 
this information on to those who need the 
information to update email lists, and mem-
bership files. 

 

Keep your information up to date in order to 
receive email regarding guild events. 

 

"Reminder to Members 

Got something you would like to raise at 

an upcoming meeting? Please let me 

know by email no later than the day be-

fore the meeting so that we can allocate 

our time more efficiently in the business 

portion of our meetings. This includes 

items to be addressed under Members' 

Announcements. 

My email address is 

secretary@schoolhousequilters.com 

 Myra Shearer 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Guild Announcements 
 

February Birthdays 
 

Notice of EARLY Hall Closure February 15th 2018 
 
Because of the Schoolhouse Quilters’ February Retreat, the OAP Hall will 
not be available on Thursday evening, February 15th.  The Hall will close at 
4:30 p.m. that day. 
 
If you are sewing at the Hall on the 15th please help with putting away all 
the paraphernalia such as ironing boards and tables.   
 
Sandra Forsayeth has generously offered to provide the lock up service 
and I am sure she would appreciate any help with cleanup. 
 
The Hall will be open till the regular time of 9 p.m. the following Thursday, 
February 22

nd
. 

 
Thank you 
Judy 
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Membership Cards 
Our Membership Committee will be issuing new Membership Cards. 

 

Please bring your old card to hand  in and receive your new card. 

 

Carol & Carreen 
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January Guest Speaker 
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January Show n Tell 
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About Small Worx 
 

We are a group of Schoolhouse Quilters who are interested in exploring art quilt techniques 
in small formats. We currently have about a dozen members. 
 
We meet about 5 times a year on a Thursday at the guild hall. We each take turns picking a 
theme which becomes the challenge on which to create a small work. At the next meeting, 
we share the results with each other. 
 
Our challenges have included Fire, Journeys, Song Tunes, and most recently Stars. It’s al-
ways amazing to see how each artist interprets the theme! 
 
We have learned a lot about a variety of techniques and ideas from each other, and really 
enjoy working in a smaller format that is not so time consuming. 
 
We welcome new members; or come out to one of our meetings just to see the Great Re-

veals!  

Contact Anne McCullough for more information. aemccul@gmail.com  

 

http://www.schoolhousequilters.com/
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Small Worx Reveals 
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